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in the example, in the symbol, in particular and related phenomena ' ' : 

God is nature plus an unknowable centre. The innermost principle of the 

universe we cannot fathom after all ; all that we can do is silently to adore 

what cannot be explained. 

There is something so wholesome, sane, and inspiring in Goethe's 

thought, something so manly, truthful, and ethical in his attitude, that we 

cannot fail to be benefited by the study of a book like Dr. Heynacher's in 

more ways than one. 

Frank Thilly. 
Princeton University. 

The Freedom of Authority : Essays in Apologetics. By J. MacBride 
Sterrett. New York, The Macmillan Co. , 1905. — pp. vi, 319. 

This book consists of several chapters, critical and constructive, on such 
varied themes as " Sabatier, Harnack, and Loisy," "The Historical 
Method," "The Ethics of Creed Conformity," " The Ground of Certitude 
in Religion," etc., all bound together by the unifying principle of an in- 
terpretation of ecclesiastical development in terms of a Hegelian philoso- 
phy of history. The first chapter, entitled ' ' The Freedom of Authority, ' ' 
emphasizes the dependence of the individual for his intellectual, moral, and 
religious development on the community. In the community and institu- 
tional life, there is present an objective reason, and the rationale of authority 
lies in the organic relation of individual and institution. From this stand- 
point of an immanent objective reason, present as an organizing principle 
in historical institutions, Professor Sterrett proceeds to criticise Sabatier, 
Harnack, and Loisy. Sabatier and Harnack are criticised for being purely 
subjective and individualistic in their attitude towards historical Chris- 
tianity. They regard the history of the church since its foundation as a 
prolonged aberration. In other words, they do not recognize the principle 
of teleological evolution at work here as everywhere. They vainly try to 
separate essence from appearance, vainly endeavor to determine the per- 
sonal religion of Christ apart from its historical development. Professor 
Sterrett finds that Loisy' s attitude is much more philosophical, since he 
does recognize an objective reason at work in the historical development 
of the church. But he tends towards subjectivism in his too sharp sepa- 
ration of historical Christianity from the Jesus of the Gospels. It might be 
inferred that the latter is a creation of the church, although probably 
Loisy does not mean this. The fundamental difficulty is that Loisy narrows 
the application of his objective view of development to the Roman church, 
which in turn rejects the true catholic and philosophically valid elements 
in Loisy' s standpoint. 

There follows a discussion of the historical method. Materialistic evolu- 
tionism is sharply criticised, and it is argued that the only adequate founda- 
tion for the historical method is a philosophical idealism. In the chapter 
on ' ' The Ground of Certitude in Religion, ' ' this idealistic principle is stated 
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to be an absolute self-consciousness or triune Personality, who by the free 
necessity of his nature manifests himself in a world of nature and of persons 
with whom he stands in organic relations. The church is defined as an 
eternal organism of persons. Everywhere emphasis is put on the histor- 
ical and organic point of view. Professor Sterrett rightly identifies Ritsch- 
lianism with the new pragmatism, and in a brief appendix offers some per- 
tinent criticisms of the latter. 

The work gives evidence of having been written in haste, as, indeed, the 
writer confesses in the preface. It is not very well put together and some- 
times declamation is offered as a substitute for patient criticism. There is 
a good deal of mere repetition. But Professor Sterrett has the faculty of 
delivering hard blows in telling phrases. He effectively lays bare the weak 
points of Sabatier and Harnack especially; and, in my opinion, he pro- 
pounds a much truer and sounder philosophical standpoint for the interpre- 
tation of Christianity than one finds in those whom he criticises. His work 
may have the effect of calling more general attention to the value for the 
Hegelian philosophy of church history and of creed. 

J. A. Leighton. 
Hobart College. 

Schleiermacher' s Glaubenslehre in ihrer Bedeutung fur Vergangenheit und 
Zukunft. Von Carl Clemen. Giessen, J. Ricker'sche Verlagsbuch- 
handlung, 1905. — pp. 132. 

This is the work of an author interested in Schleiermacher the theologian 
rather than in Schleiermacher the philosopher. It shows knowledge of the 
general position which is presupposed in his theological system, but its 
explicit discussion is confined, for the most part, to the particular positions 
adopted by Schleiermacher in the Glaubenslehre, and, among these, to 
those which have, either positively or negatively, had effect on the subse- 
quent development of Protestant theology in Germany. Copious references 
to the parallel passages in the literature of that theology are given, and the 
book should be of value as a syllabus to students in this field. 

In common with most commentators, Professor Clemen regards Schleier- 
macher' s metaphysical definition of God and his psychological definition 
of religion as his two great errors. The definition of God as unity without 
difference has "determined and obscured his conception of Christianity." 
The definition of religion in terms of feeling alone has resulted in his exclu- 
sion of apologetics from dogmatic theology, and his definition of the lat- 
ter as an historical discipline only. Hence Schleiermacher' s care to retain 
the terms of the confessional formulae. But behind this terminology he 
was forced, by the logic of his definitions, really to depart from the position 
of historical Christianity. This deviation is especially noticeable in his 
Christology ; for his Christ is an ideal construct, to be found neither in the 
creeds nor in the biblical account. 

There are, however, elements of lasting value in the Glaubenslehre. 



